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The gradations among the good souls are briefly
mentioned in the ^Arohana Taratamya SandhP of Sri
Earikathamrt&sara. (XXV). Its gist-

The gross-bodied and the insect jivas are better
than those residing in material objects like mountains.
The animals are still better. Then come the human
Souls. Among them the Sudras, the Vaisyas and the Ks
atriyas come one after the other. Brahmanas engaged
in holy rituals excel them all. Still better are Manava
Cakravartis and Manava Gandharws.

After the manava groups come the divine beings
of higher and higher orders in the following manner
Devagandharvas, one hundred crore rsis-less one hun-
dred and their wives. Pitrdevas, ninety rsis, the Turn-
buras, one hundred Apsara dames like Urvasi, Ajanaja
devas, ten thousand sons of Agni (who were born as

Sri Krsna's 10,000 wives) among whom 'Kaseru and
others, 74 in number, are graded higher), the ladies of

'Vraja5 equalling Sri Krsna's wives, Puskara - head of
the Karma department, Sanideva, Usadevi - wife of the
Asvimdevas with double form, Budha, Svahadevl, not-
very-significant deities and their equals, Parjanya the
lord of cloud land, Anirudha's wife Usa, Gangadevi,

Saujnadevi, Syamaladevi, Rohinidevi.  After them^

Prthu, Nahusa, Sasibindu, Priyavrata, Panksit and
other divine emperors (karmaja devas); among these
Ball and six others who occupied Indra's seat for short
whiles and eight of the Pitrs are considered higher.
Higher still are - Kubera,' Visvaksena, Ganapati,
Asvinidevas, Mitra, Taradevi, Niruruti, Pravahidevi,
seven rsis ^ Marici, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Vasistha,
Atri, Angirasa, Sanaka brothers, Visvamitra, Vaivas-
vata Manu, Agni, Bhrgumuni, Prasutldevi, Narada,

Varuna, Yama, Candra, Surya, Satarupadevi, Pravha

Vayu, Amruddha, Brhaspati, Manu, Daksa, Sacldevi,
Ahamkankaprana. After these, still more qualified and